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STUDENT INTERROGATIONS, SEARCHES AND ARRESTS 

METAL DETECTOR SEARCH PROCEDURES 

The use of hand-held metal detectors will follow the procedures below: 

A. Each person operating a metal detector, including a hand-held metal detector search device, 
shall be trained in the proper use of the device and the detection of any malfunction in the 
operation of the instrument. Adjustments in the settings of the device requires approval by the 
superintendent or designee. 
 

B. Prior to use in conducting a metal detector search, the device to be used shall be examined 
by a person familiar with its operation to determine if it is in proper working order. A metal 
detector search device shall not be used if there is any question as to whether it is in proper 
working order. 

 
C. As to each individual search, those conducting the search will ask the student to remove all 

metal objects from his/her person (e.g., belt buckles, jewelry) and  from any bags, backpacks, 
briefcases, knapsacks in the student’s possession, to place the metal objects and any bags, 
backpacks, briefcases, knapsacks, purses, or parcels on a table.  The students and his/her 
bags, purses, backpacks, etc. may be wanded or searched for metallic devices. 

 
D. If a student activates the device, the individual conducting the search will repeat the request 

to remove metal objects. A second hand-held scanning device scan will then be done. If the 
device is activated again, the student will be asked for an explanation for what is activating 
the metal detector. If the student cannot articulate a legitimate explanation such as a metal 
implant consistent with the activation of the metal detector, or is found to have contraband, 
the student may be denied admittance and if there is evidence of violation of school policy, 
may be subject to discipline, or if evidence of violation of law, referred to the local law 
enforcement for further investigation. 

 
E. Property removed from the student’s possession, including bags or parcels, that is considered 

contraband per board policy or in violation of the law, shall cause the student to be disciplined 
and/or subject to criminal prosecution. 

 
F. If a student refuses to cooperate with the metal detector search, law enforcement will be 

notified. Refusal shall also be grounds for immediate removal from school, facilities, and/or 
grounds. 

 
G. Nothing in the procedures set forth above shall limit the authority of the Board and its 

employees to remove other contraband from a student, and to otherwise search a student 
when there is reasonable suspicion to believe that a particular student is in possession of 
contraband. 

 

H. Parent notification will be given after a search has been conducted. 
 
I. A copy of these Metal Detector Search Procedures shall be available on the district website 

and each building within the district. 
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